the barbaric splendour that reigned at Its court, the extent
of its buildings, and the number of its people : on all occasions
of public festivity or ceremony, it was resorted to by the in-
habitants of the numerous surrounding states, and by depu-
tations from the tributary chieftains. In each face of the
walls surrounding the town, there are said to be three gate-
ways, at which a guard of SO men is constantly stationed; but
judging from the boasted works which surround the city of
Ava, we may conclude that those of Mongmaorong would
prove but an inefficient obstacle to the entrance of an invad-
ing force.

74sth. East of the Ounggyoonahlantotmg range, which has
been before described as forming the boundary of the valley
of the Irawattee on that side, there are several considerable
Shan towns, of which we have scarcely any knowledge beyond
that of their names ; yet, within this tract appear to be situa-
ted those mines of the precious stones and metals for which
Ava has acquired so great a degree of celebrity,  of which
those of Boduen, Kyatpen, and Momeit are the principal:
whether these localities all lie on the east of the range, or
only the first two, is a question on which some uncertainty
seems to hang, as Momeit is sometimes represented at the
northern extremity of the range, though Buchanan assigns it
a position much farther south, and not more than one day's
journey from Kiangnap, on the left bank of the Irawattee.
Boduen is about 54  geographical miles in a south-easterly
direction from Bhumo, and is said by Buchanan to have been
held by the Chinese, until a decisive engagement was fought
in its vicinity in the reign of Zeenbmshaen, (who governed
Ava from 1769, until 1780,) which gave the Barmahs per-
manent possession of these mines of gold, silver, and copper;
and when Symes was in Ava, a Burmese officer of the rank
of Myoothoogree resided at Boduen, having under him a cus-
tom-house and a small military guard.

75th. Of the mines of Kyatpen, the only certain informa-
tion we possess, is that contained in the letter of the Pere
Giuseppe d'Amato, of which a translation is given in the 2nd
volume of the Journal of the Asiatic Society; the position of